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The Michigan Department of Natural Resources will foster a culture of collaboration by public engagement and
relationship building with counties and stakeholders. Cultivating broad-based partnerships that focus regionally and act 
collaboratively will reinforce conservation goals, increase quality recreational opportunities and build a stronger regional 
base of sustainable natural resource economies in Michigan for current residents and future generations.

Economic importance of
outdoor recreation

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund
Land and Water Conservation Fund
Recreation Passport Grant Program

Jan. 23, 9-11 a.m. - Baraga Lakeside Inn, Baraga
Jan. 24, 9-11 a.m. - 387 Restaurant, Munising
Jan. 25, 9-11 a.m. - Little Bear East Arena, St. Ignace
Jan. 25, 9-11 a.m. - Michigan Library and History   
                                    Center, Lansing
Jan. 30, 1-3 p.m. - Ramada Hotel & Conference 
                                  Center, Grayling
Jan. 31, 9-11 a.m. - Chippewa Nature Center, Midland
Feb. 1, 1-3 p.m. - Doubletree, Holland
Feb. 2, 1-3 p.m. - Holiday Inn Express, Brighton
Feb. 8, 8:30-9:45 a.m. - Renaissance Center, Detroit, 
part of the Michigan Recreation and Park Association 
Conference (MParks)

No cost and no pre-registration necessary.

For more info on grants and workshops, call
517-284-7268 or visit www.michigan.gov/dnr-grants.

by Marc Miller, DNR, deputy of regional initiatives

It’s generally not wise to underestimate oneself, but 
Michigan, when it pertains to economic impact of 
the outdoor recreation economy to the state, may 
be doing just that. The reach and impact of outdoor 
recreation to Michigan’s economy is substantial, yet 
our understanding of its impact is possibly underesti-
mated. It could be much bigger than we think.

An outside estimate from the Outdoor Industry As-
sociation calculated consumer spending in Michigan 
from outdoor recreation at $26.6 billion. That spend-
ing contributes 232,000 jobs, $7.5 billion in wages, 
and $2.1 billion in state and local tax revenue, ac-
cording to the association’s report.

This is good information, but a recent Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources-facilitated survey 
may indicate that the scope and impact of the out-
door recreation economy could go even deeper than 
originally calculated. 
Economic importance, continued on page 2

Snowmobiling is an important economic generator. With 
190,000 snowmobiles, Michigan ranks in the top three in 
the nation for registered snowmobiles.

2018 DNR Grant Workshops

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIDNR/subscriber/new
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Prosperity region map

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is com-
mitted to the conservation, protection, management, use 
and enjoyment of the state’s natural resources for current 
and future generations.

Economic importance,
continued from page 1
The DNR recently completed its five-year recreation 
plan, called the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan, which was approved by the Nation-
al Park Service. The DNR aimed for inclusiveness 
with its outreach. The plan will be used to bolster the 
department’s understanding of the economic impact 
of outdoor recreation in Michigan and its understand-
ing of the needs and demands of outdoor recreation 
activities by Michigan residents.

One survey asked 1,550 Michigan residents about 
the kinds of outdoor recreation activities they par-
ticipated in each year, including the number of days 
they engaged in these activities. Their answers give 
an indication of the economic impact of the activ-
ity, once certain assumptions are made about daily 
expenditures. Respondents selected from a list of 34 
outdoor activities.

The outstanding results are useful in understanding 
the comprehensive impact of outdoor recreation on 
the state’s economy.

Michigan residents spend nearly 2.6 billion days 
each year pursuing outdoor activities. Broken down 
into four general categories - trails, water, winter and 
wildlife, as well as a catch-all for other activities - the 
survey results include (in participation days):

• Trail and road activities - 945 million days
• Water-related activities - 287 million days
• Snow or winter activities - 71 million days
• Wildlife-related activities - 161 million days
• Other outdoor activities - 1.1 billion days

With an assumption that many of these activities 
have economic impacts for travel, meals, equipment 
and other expenditures, the state is likely exceeding 
the Outdoor Industry Association’s consumer spend-
ing figure of $26 billion, which is impressive on its 
own. Each participant day likely garners more than 
$10 in expenditures, leading to a greater economic 
impact than previously thought.

 At this point, it can be concluded that the economic 
reach of outdoor recreation - based on the tremen-
dous assets of the Great Lakes and inland waters, 
public lands, habitat, recreation infrastructure, and 
fish and wildlife populations - is much greater than 
previously realized.  

A couple walks their dogs on trails at Bay City State Park. 
Dog walking is one of the most popular outdoor recreation 
activities in the state.
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Major structure improvements ongoing 
at Midland County flooding area
Last fall, the Michigan Department of Natural Re-
sources began repairs to the dam at the Kawkawlin 
Creek Flooding State Wildlife Management Area in 
Midland County. First prompted by a breach of the 
dam in April 2013 from heavy rainfall, the $400,000 
project is expected to be completed by late spring. 
The project is funded by a combination of a Federal 
Pittman-Roberston Wildlife Restoration Act Grant, 
DNR capital outlay funds and the Fish and Game 
Fund.

“Due to the age of the structures, we have necessary 
maintenance that must be performed now,” said DNR 
wildlife biologist Bruce Barlow.

The water level at the Kawkawlin Creek Flooding in 
Midland County, pictured here, was drawn down this 
past fall for necessary structure maintenance.

This photo, taken in mid-January, showcases the new 
structure in the foreground, contrasting the old structure 
shown behind it.

The existing pipe structure, which exceeded its 
designed life, is being replaced with a larger con-
crete overflow structure. This will increase capacity 
to handle flood waters that result from extreme rains 
experienced in the area in recent years.

“A local Midland company is performing the work, 
keeping these funds local and within the community,” 
said Rex Ainslie, wildlife supervisor and prosperity 
regional coordinator. “This project will enable com-
munity members to enjoy these wildlife resources for 
generations to come.”

In 1962, the DNR constructed the Kawkawlin Dam 
to ensure suitable breeding habitat was available for 
waterfowl and furbearer species, given the histori-
cal loss of wetlands statewide. Today, the majority of 
land surrounding managed floodings is public land 
and provides great access for hunters and trappers 
looking for standing water conditions to hunt water-
fowl or trap furbearers.

Kawkawlin Creek flooding in Midland is a popular 
location for waterfowl hunting and trapping. To learn 
more about public land hunting and recreation loca-
tions in Midland County, visit www.mi.gov/mihunt.

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is committed to the conservation, protection, management, use and enjoy-
ment of the state’s natural resources for current and future generations.
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100th year of elk in Michigan!
It all started in 1918, when seven elk were relo-
cated from the western United States to Wolver-
ine, Michigan.

Michigan’s native elk population disappeared 
around 1875 due to the overharvest and lack of 
quality habitat. The landscape was changing, tim-
ber was harvested on vast scales, and laws were 
not in place to regulate the harvest.

Today’s healthy and abundant elk population is 
due to intentional land management and enforce-
ment of wildlife management laws. The number 
of elk and their locations are controlled by spe-
cific habitat management and regulated hunting.

Watch a fast-paced, two-minute video
on the history of elk in Michigan at
www.bit.ly/MiElkVideo. Help celebrate 100 years 
of elk! Get your wildlife license plate – learn more 
at www.mi.gov/elk.

Recreation Passport grants 
benefit local communities
Grant applications due by April 1
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources re-
cently awarded 22 Michigan communities more than 
$1.46 million in Recreation Passport grants, allowing 
for substantial recreation improvements and devel-
opment of parks, facilities and trails throughout the 
state. For the many visitors of these public spaces, 
the benefits will be priceless.

The City of Mt. Pleasant in Isabella County is one of 
the many communities throughout the state that will 
benefit this year from recent Recreation Passport 
grants. The city will receive $75,000 for development 
of a universally accessible walkway to a new commu-
nity pavilion at Island Park.

State and local governments, regional recreation 
authorities and school districts (if certain conditions 
are met) are eligible to apply for the grant by elec-
tronically submitting an application into the DNR’s 
“MiRecGrants” database by April 1. Applicants can 
access the online application system, “MiRecGrants,” 
on the department’s website at
www.michigan.gov/dnr-grants.

Recreation grant workshops are being held in Janu-
ary and early February throughout the state to assist 
applicants. Refer to the information box on the front 
page for workshop dates and locations.

When park visitors purchase the Recreation Passport 
- allowing them access to Michigan’s state parks and 
recreation areas, harbors, non-motorized trailheads 
and more - they’re also helping local communities, 
which can apply for a Recreation Passport grant. 

These grants, which total 10 percent of Recreation 
Passport sales, are awarded to various communities 
for recreation improvements of existing parks and fa-
cilities and development of new ones. Applicants are 
responsible for 25 percent of the cost of the project. 
Grants requests can be submitted for funding up to 
$150,000.

For more information on this grant and the Recre-
ation Passport, visit www.michigan.gov/dnr-grants 
and www.michigan.gov/recreationpassport. 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is committed to the conservation, protection, management, use and enjoy-
ment of the state’s natural resources for current and future generations.
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The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is commit-
ted to the conservation, protection, management, use and 
enjoyment of the state’s natural resources for current and 
future generations.

Michigan Natural Resources
Trust Fund Grant
The Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund is a 
substantial, annual grant source for Michigan com-
munities. The trust fund began in 1976, and provides 
a source of funding for the public acquisition and de-
velopment of land for resource protection and public 
outdoor recreation. Funding is derived from royalties 
on the sale and lease of state-owned minerals, pri-
marily oil and gas. In 2017, this fund supported over 
$40.3 million in grants.

Deadline: April 1
Maximum award: $300,000
Minimum grantee match: 25%

Grants help Michigan’s parks, trails, waters and more

Land and Water Conservation
Fund Grant
With the goal of creating and maintaining a nation-
wide legacy of high quality recreation resources, 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund is a federal 
program administered by the DNR on behalf of the 
National Park Service. Some of the fund priorities 
that are evaluated include community recreation 
need, financial need of the applicant, and public sup-
port for the project.

In Michigan, the DNR utilizes the funding from the 
program to develop department-owned and oper-
ated public outdoor recreation facilities and provide 
matching grants to local units of government for the 
development of public outdoor recreation areas and 
facilities.

Deadline: April 1
Maximum award: $300,000
Grantee match: 50%

Year-round recreational use of trails is an important priority 
for many communities. Some communities use grant fund-
ing to ensure year-round use.

The Land and Water Conservation Fund grant can assist 
with park improvement and development, pathway and 
trailhead development and much more.



The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is committed to the conservation, protection, management, use and enjoy-
ment of the state’s natural resources for current and future generations.
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• In total, the Michigan Natural Resources Trust 
Fund has awarded grants in excess of $1.04 
billion to local communities, supporting regional 
economies, public access to outdoor recreation, 
and a better quality of life for citizens in every 
county throughout Michigan. 

• With 26 million visitors annually, state parks and 
recreation areas are vital to Michigan’s tourism 
industry. Michigan state parks, trails and muse-
ums are part of a $22 billion tourism industry.  

• With 190,000 snowmobilers, Michigan ranks in 
the top three in the nation for registered 
snowmobiles. 

• Anglers are big business in Michigan. We rank 
5th in fishing participation, bringing $4.4 billion 
annually to our economy. More than 1.2 million 
fishing licenses were sold to residents and out-of-
state anglers who fished Michigan waters. 

• Michigan ranks third in the nation in hunter 
participation (650,000). Hunters contribute $2.3 
billion annually to the state’s economy.

DNR website links on
www.michigan.gov/dnr
Boating Info System: www.michigan.gov/mrbis 
Calendar of Events: www.michigan.gov/dnrcalendar
Campground Reservations:
www.midnrreservations.com
Contact DNR: www.michigan.gov/contactDNR
Fishing guide: www.michigan.gov/fishingguide
Fishing License: www.michigan.gov/fishinglicense
Harbors: www.michigan.gov/harbors
Hunting and trapping: www.michigan.gov/hunting
Invasive Species: www.michigan.gov/invasivespecies
Jobs: www.michigan.gov/DNRjobs
Michigan History Center: www.michigan.gov/mhc
Nongame Wildlife Fund:
www.michigan.gov/nongamewildlife
Off-Road Vehicles: www.michigan.gov/orvtrails
State Parks: www.michigan.gov/stateparks
Trails: www.michigan.gov/dnrtrails

Natural resources: A natural boost to the state’s economy
• The Michigan DNR manages the largest dedi-

cated state forest system in the nation. The 
forest industry annually contributes $20 billion 
to Michigan’s economy and directly supports 
96,000,000 jobs. 

• The ten DNR visitors centers see nearly 400,000 
visitors each year, providing 350 programs per 
week during the summer.

Five goals of the DNR
1. Protect natural and cultural resources.
2. Ensure sustainable recreation use and             

enjoyment.
3. Enable strong natural resource-based          

economies.
4. Improve and build strong relationships and    

partnerships.
5. Foster effective business practices and good 

government.

Natural Resources Trust Fund:
A history of vital support
Since 1976, the Michigan Natural Resources Trust 
Fund (MNRTF) has provided a valued source 
of funding for the public acquisition of lands for 
resource protection and public outdoor recreation. 
For more than 40 years, the trust fund has:

• Provided financial assistance to local govern-
ments and to the DNR for a variety of land ac-
quisitions and projects that make it possible for 
more residents and visitors to get outside and 
enjoy Pure Michigan recreation experiences. 

• Been supported by annual revenues from the 
development of state-owned mineral resourc-
es, largely oil and gas. 

• Been administered by the MNRTF board of 
trustees and the DNR Grants Management Of-
fice. The board meets six times per year and all 
meetings are open to the public.

Learn more about the good and lasting works of 
the trust fund at www.michigan.gov/mnrtf.


